Statement from Ascend Justice on ICE and Border Patrol activity at
the Cook County Domestic Violence Courthouse

Please let this sink in: nearly every person who enters the Domestic Violence Courthouse seeking
protection is a survivor of gender-based violence. We help these survivors every day seek legal protection
from abuse.

Abuse is based in power and control: Abusers use isolation and threats to persuade their victims that
leaving an abusive relationship is riskier than staying, but the brave people we see here at the courthouse
every day risk everything to find safety.

This courthouse, however, has become much less safe for many survivors because of ICE. Deploying ICE
and Border Patrol agents to the Cook County Domestic Violence Courthouse creates a chilling effect for
survivors of abuse. Undeniably, survivors of abuse are deterred from coming to the domestic violence
courthouse out of fear of ICE. The federal government, therefore, is scaring them away from seeking the
very protections this courthouse is designed to provide, thereby further isolating survivors and decreasing
their safety.

ICE activity at the courthouse is escalating. Just this week, ICE agents were at the courthouse every day.
ICE agents also abducted litigants near the courthouse. Such conduct violates the spirit of the former
Cook County Chief Judge Timothy C. Evan’s General Administrative Order 2025-10, prohibiting civil arrest
of individuals attending court proceedings in Cook County, as well as the 2025 lllinois law that prohibits
civil arrests within 1000 feet of a courthouse.

Even when ICE knows exactly who they are looking for, even if they are only here to pick up one person,
their presence has a dampening effect on everyone seeking justice because of how they have behaved in
the past. People are afraid of being picked up and sent to jails in other states. Even citizens and people
with green cards and protected status are afraid. This impacts everyone. Immigrants in abusive
situations, victims of human trafficking, asylum seekers, and witnesses to crimes are all less likely to
come to the courthouse when they know ICE agents are here.

Every time federal agents come to the courthouse, they diminish our ability to help survivors get one of
the most important legal remedies available to them: an Order of Protection.

This has to end. We cannot allow the federal government to further reduce the justice available to
survivors of abuse. Please call the governor, your representatives in Congress, your representatives in
lllinois, and your aldermen, and tell them this has to end.



