
Tax Changes Ahead for Charitable Giving

While you may have seen news coverage of the “One Big Beautiful Bill” (OBBB), which passed both 
chambers of Congress and was signed into law earlier this summer, you might have missed the 
sweeping changes it makes to tax policy related to charitable giving. Beginning in 2026, three big 
changes could impact your giving strategy:

1.	 Tax deductions for non-itemizers. The OBBB allows non-itemizers to deduct cash donations to 
charity—up to $1,000 for single filers or $2,000 for married couples filing jointly.

2.	 New deduction cap for top earners. The OBBB caps the tax benefits of itemized charitable 
deductions at 35%, which means high-income filers donating $1,000 would receive a $350 
deduction. 

3.	 New deduction floor for corporations and itemizers. The OBBB entitles corporations to deduct 
charitable contributions to qualified nonprofits that exceed 1% of their taxable income. Similarly, 
itemizers who make charitable contributions may claim a tax deduction to the extent that their 
qualified contributions exceed 0.5% of their adjusted gross income (AGI). 

Ways to Give to Ascend Justice

With these new changes looming on the horizon, 2025 could be a strategic year to give big, and now 
is the perfect time to take another look at your charitable giving strategy. With these changes in mind, 
we have expanded the ways you can give to Ascend Justice, making it easier than ever to plan your 
donations and ensure you can continue to provide critical support to survivors of domestic violence!

One-Time Donation
With every donation, you provide 
our clients—most of whom live at 
or below the poverty line—access 
to our unique legal expertise and 
holistic services. Donate online at 
https://www.ascendjustice.org/

donate/ or mail your contribution 
directly to us!

Monthly Giving
Becoming a monthly donor means 

becoming part of our “Sustainer 
Circle,” and it’s one of the easiest 
ways to support Ascend Justice 

year-round. Monthly giving is 
convenient: your donations 

automatically charge to your credit 
card at the same time every month, 
and you receive a single tax receipt 
for your total giving every January.

Leadership Circle
Leadership Circle donors are our 

most generous and dedicated 
supporters. With annual gifts of 

$1,000 or more, Leadership Circle 
members help us respond quickly 
to urgent needs, expand access to 

justice, and build long-term stability 
for our clients and communities.

https://www.ascendjustice.org/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/donate/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/sustainer-circle/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/leadership-circle/


Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs)
DAFs provide a convenient and 
flexible approach to managing 

your charitable contributions. DAFs 
are like a charitable investment 

account, set up for the sole purpose 
of supporting causes you care 

about. This might be an especially 
attractive option for 2025.

Gifts of Stock
Supporting Ascend Justice by 

donating appreciated securities, 
such as stocks or mutual funds, 
is a powerful way to advance our 

mission while also benefiting from 
valuable tax advantages.

IRA Gifts
Supporters who are 70½ and 

older can make up to $108,000 in 
tax-free charitable donations in 

2025 through qualified charitable 
distributions (QCDs). QCDs count 

toward your required minimum 
distribution for the year.

In-Kind Gifts
Many of our clients face significant 
challenges in meeting their basic 
needs. You can support them by 
purchasing specific items or gift 

cards from our Amazon Wish List, 
which we update throughout the 

year as needs arise.

Commemorative Gifts
Memorialize or honor friends 

and family members, celebrate a 
special occasion, or simply send 

an impactful gift of thanks by 
supporting Ascend Justice with 

a commemorative gift. We’ll send 
a card and let them know you’re 

thinking about them!

Matching Gifts
Make your donation go even further 

with a matching gift from your 
employer. Many employers support 

their communities by matching 
employee contributions, and some 
even match volunteer hours with 
matching contributed funds. Ask 

your HR department!

Event Support
We host two major events per 

year—the Celebration of Courage 
and Trivia Night—for which 

we accept both individual and 
corporate sponsors. We sell tickets 
to both events, ask for underwriters 
for community members to attend, 

sell raffle tickets, and solicit 
donations at the events.

Host Your Own Fundraiser
There’s no limit to how you can 
raise funds for our clients! Host 

your own fundraiser and get your 
network involved in supporting us. 

From dinner parties to yoga retreats 
to golf outings, however you 

choose to fundraise for us, our staff 
will be here to support your efforts!

Fundraise on Social Media
Many of our supporters have 

found success raising donations 
through Facebook and Instagram.  
It’s easy to do and a GREAT way to 
spread awareness to your friends 
and family while raising important 
fundraising dollars in support of 

Ascend Justice’s mission.

If you have any questions about donating to Ascend Justice, please contact 
our Director of Development, Christyn Schnell, at cschnell@ascendjustice.org 
or 312.971.5932 ext. 233. Visit our Ways to Give page for more information:

https://www.ascendjustice.org/ways-to-give/daf/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/ways-to-give/stock/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/ways-to-give/ira/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/ways-to-give/in-kind/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/tribute/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/ways-to-give/event-support/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/ways-to-give/social-media-fundraising/
https://www.ascendjustice.org/ways-to-give/community-fundraiser-faqs/
mailto: cschnell@ascendjustice.org
https://www.ascendjustice.org/ways-to-give/



