
 

 
Gift Acceptance Policy 

(Last Adaptation – March 2025) 

  
Introduction 
 

Ascend Justice is a nonprofit organization supported in large measure by the generous 
contributions of individuals and organizations committed to our mission of 
empowering individuals and families impacted by gender-based violence or the child 
welfare system to achieve safety and stability through holistic legal advocacy and 
system reform.  As such, Ascend Justice is committed to being as welcoming and 
flexible as practicable in soliciting and accepting gifts that advance our mission.     
 
This policy applies to all gifts of cash or property, including bequests and other 
planned gifts.  This policy does not apply to donations of services, government 
contracts, or grants from public charities or private foundations.  All determinations as 
to whether to accept donations of services will be in the sole discretion of Ascend 
Justice ’s Executive Director, subject to ultimate oversight by the  Ascend Justice 
Board of Directors. 

 
Guidelines for Acceptance of Gifts 
 

General 
Ascend Justice will treat any gift received as unrestricted unless otherwise specified 
by the donor and agreed to by Ascend Justice as part of the transaction. Ascend 
Justice does not accept gifts that are too restrictive in purpose. Gifts that are too 
restrictive are those that violate the bylaws, gifts that are too difficult to administer, 
gifts intended to benefit an individual or individuals, or gifts that are for purposes 
outside the mission of Ascend Justice. All final decisions on the restrictive nature of a 
gift, and its acceptance or refusal, shall be made by the Executive Director for gifts 
valued under $100,000 and by the Board for gifts valued at more than $100,000.  
 
Gifts of Cash 
Ascend Justice will accept monetary contributions that support its mission.  These 
donations may be in the form of cash, check, money order, or credit card.  
 
Gifts of Publicly Traded Securities 
Ascend Justice will accept gifts of publicly traded securities.  These securities will be 
sold by Ascend Justice as soon as practicable after receipt.   
 
Auction and Raffle Gifts 
Ascend Justice periodically will accept non-cash items donated for use as auction or 
raffle prizes at special fundraising events.  The determination of whether to accept 



these items is in the sole discretion of Ascend Justice’s Executive Director, who will 
consult with Ascend Justice Development Staff and/or Board of Directors in making 
these determinations. 

 
Gifts of Equipment, Furniture and Other Goods 
Ascend Justice may accept gifts of new or used equipment, furniture, or other goods 
that are determined to be of use to Ascend Justice.  The decision as to whether to 
accept these gifts will be in the sole discretion of Ascend Justice’s Executive Director.   

 
Other Gifts 
Gifts not mentioned above will be reviewed by the Ascend Justice Board of Directors to 
determine whether Ascend Justice will accept the gift and, if accepted, the proper 
disposition of the gift. 

 
Recognition of Gifts 

 

Unless otherwise requested by the donor, Ascend Justice may recognize each of its 
donors by name in annual reports and other similar publicity in accordance with 
Ascend Justice’s Donor Privacy Policy.  Unless otherwise requested by the donor, 
Ascend Justice will give additional special recognition of donor gifts under the 
following circumstances: 

 
Gifts in Honor or Memory of another person 
Ascend Justice will honor specific requests for acknowledgment of a gift in honor or 
memory of another person and recognize those gifts in annual reports and other 
similar publicity.   

 
Use of Legal Counsel 
 

Ascend Justice shall seek the advice of legal counsel in matters relating to acceptance 
of gifts when appropriate. Likewise, the prospective donor shall be advised to seek the 
counsel of his or her attorney in any and all aspects of the proposed gift. The donor 
shall also be advised to consult his or her attorney on matters related to the tax liability 
of a gift and matters related to their estate plan.  
 
Review by counsel is recommended for: 
 

1) Closely held stock transfers that are subject to restrictions or buy-sell 
agreements. 

2) Documents naming Ascend Justice as Trustee. 
3) Gifts involving contracts or other documents requiring Ascend Justice to assume 

an obligation. 
4) Transactions with potential conflicts of interest that may invoke IRS sanctions. 
5) Other instances in which use of counsel is deemed appropriate by the Executive 

Committee.  

https://www.ascendjustice.org/donor-privacy-policy/


 
Securing Appraisals and Legal Fees  
 

It will be the responsibility of the donor to secure an appraisal (where required) and 
independent legal counsel for all gifts made to Ascend Justice. 

 
Valuation of Gifts 
 

Ascend Justice will record a gift received by Ascend Justice at its valuation for gift 
purposes on the date of gift. 

 
Responsibility for IRS Filings 
 

The Executive Director is responsible for filing IRS Form 8282 upon the sale or 
disposition of any asset sold within two years of receipt by Ascend Justice when the 
charitable deduction value of the item is more than $5,000.  Ascend Justice must file 
this form within 125 days of the date of sale or disposition of the asset.  
 
Acknowledgment of all gifts made to Ascend Justice and compliance with the current 
IRS requirements in acknowledgment of such gifts shall be the responsibility of the 
Executive Director.  
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